BOMK NEW BUOKA

Mruw: o Alestt,

it 13 & singulariy Interesting book that Mr.
P B Asxnonn has given ua in the Life of A.
Jronson Aloott (Itoberts Brothersl. In the hia-
tory of New England. and one might even say
of the ninetesnth ocentury, Hronmon Algott
wae a unique fAgore.  He had none of the
paational advantages Ly whieh the Now
gglmd intallect han from the outset hoen
teninead, and yet ho was to refloct high honor
upon the Now England Intellest. He was a
tenchar who had nover himsell besn taught;
a thinker who knew but littls ht first hand of
the thoughts of others; & philosopher to whom
the strivingns and acquisitions of the long line
ot philosophers wars, untll he had rachod mid-
dlp life, almost non-sxistent. Waen we think of
what he ascomplished and the meaans by which
#t was dope, we ean only compars him with
those early (reek sosmologists and metaphy-
slalsns who lived long hofore thers was auch a
thing a8 a sohool of philosophy. and who had
#e avolve everything for themeelves from frat
principles te practioal davelopment. One can
saslly undarstand how an Inventor ean effeot
mreat things without a univeraity education;
. ome ean sven cemprohend how a privately-
'Saughtand self-taught man like Grote ean com-
v & history of Greece, bacauss he possessod
i&.mtllh patrument In an adoquate, If not
| gmtirely acourate, knowledge of thoe Greek lan-
km It is hard, on the othor hand. to ses
& man oan be an original thinker whon he
mot know what has bssn rald bofore.
whan the products of thought transmitted to
ws In the Greek, Latin, (ierman, and French
are shut off from him except
h the medium of tardily obtained, frag-
maentary and untrustworthy transiations.
iXet the fact is that Hronson Alcott was
® thinker and a teacher: that during n
we part of hin later life ho oxerted »
deal of influence upon a At aulinnes,
Shough few: nnd that without any supor-
; tive literary gift and quite devold of the
which best fita tho man of lottors for
| taak, ho yot ponsessed what many scholars
—an original and profound hablt of
dirscted toward the most serlous ques-
that can oeccupy the mind of man.
JAgalnst what odds and amid what continuous
‘drawbacks ho eame to be what he was is re-
v in Mr. Sanborn’s blography, while the
wmoope and quality of his teachings and his re-
Jations to the Conoord Hehool of I'hilosophy
pmre set forth by Mr. William T. Harrls In n
resupplementaryichapter.

1.

A. Bronson Alcott faone of the mer abomt
whose progonitors one I particularly anw=an
#o learn something, beenuso only on the theory
wof ravorsion can one account for the trend of
hin phllosophical spoculntions and even for
things relativoly so trivial ns his attitude to-
ward monoy gotting and his remnarkally dis-
tinguished manners, How did it happen that
the son of a Connectieut farmor, who In his
own youth followad the calling of a peddler,
should have come to deapiso avery npocios of

K that bad a money value and assume
tha manners attributed In popular oplnion to a
great nobleman? The seoret Il discovernhle
at all, must be lookud for somawhers in the
Yine of Aloott’'s ancestry, Thers Is bLut little
doubt that he had a right to the arms granted
in 1218 to Thomas Aloocke of Silbertoft. in
ghe county of Lelcestor. although he him-
el in his youth changed the ancestral nnme,
‘which had been corrupted to Alcox. lato the
form since made memornblo by histalents and
those 0! his daughter Loulss. No one bolore
Bim apparently hid borne the name of Alcott,
though * Oleott,” anothor form of the same
patronymic, had come into use In another Con-
necticut family. The first ancestors of the
two branchea of the famlily in this country
sere Thomns Aleocke, from whom the Now
Haven branch deacended, and Georgo Alcocke,
 ‘whose son John eettled in Hoxbury, Masa
These two brothora, Thomas and George. camo
over with the elder Winthrop In 1030,
They were persons of subutanse, seoming-
Iy of the sume Englinh family as the
famous John Aleocke, Blshiop of Ely, who
flourlshed (n the Wuara of the Ioses.
Of course, tho Intter, being n cellbate
priest, could not have beesn tho ancostor of
Bronson Aleott; but the latter plously looked
up the history of this notabla man, and he-
Joved that there were nome traits In common
between them still
chaam of nearly 400 yonrs. It was worth
‘while, therafore. for the biographor to colloct
some [nformation comrerning this eclabrated
poraon, who, in 1484 under Henry VIL. aue-
eoaded the still better known Mortan (o the
Blahoprio of Ely. John Alcock. after belng
edueated at Cambridge, became Donn of West-
minster, and in 1470 wansent by Edward IV. ns
Ambassador to Castille: {n the next year ha
was made Bishop of Ronhester, and flnally
Bishop of Ely., in which post he dial
in A5U0. He ovinced much an aptitude
for architecturs that ho was made for
& Hlme comptrollor of the royal works
and bulldings, and in his privats cu-
paaity he restored and rebullt churchos

“mnd sehools, ondowed I'oter Houss and found-

od Josus Colloge, Lesldes a free grammar

1Y at Hull and a colleginte choreh In

w w He s deroribed ar libaral in hos-

pitallty, but himself a ploas ssholar who

ssted, watohed, and prayed while laboring

“with ocheerful kindlinoss for the ndvance-

t of true religion. Fuller says In hin

o8" that *had saintship gone ns

mugh by merit as favor, he doserved ono aa

;well as any." Mr. Banborn suggosts that It

just suoh qualities an these that his
loved in Bronson Alcott.

5L,
Amos Bronson Alcott. aldest son of Joseph

. (Ohatfield Aloox of Wolcott, Conn., und Anna

.. ml. daughter of Capt. Amos Bronson of

; th. Conn.. was born In the houss of his
sgrandiather, Capt. John Alecock, on Bpindle
JHNL Nevw. 20,1700, Hir grandfather, Oapt.
John Aleook, was tho son of John Aleoek of New
Havon. who himsolf wan tho great grand-
won of Thomaws Alcocke, the flrst emigrant.
This New Haven John bhal migrated in
2781 to what was then the town of Waterbury,
and Inmlog house at Spindle Hill, on
afarm of a huedred and twenty acrex. Ile
wnlarged this estate untll he owned about
twalve bundred acres. Then he gave to cach
of his six ohildron who wsettled nesr him o
farm of more than a hundred moros, end dind
on hils own large farm in 1777, 145 son. Capt.
John Aloook, marmed In 1765 Mary (Chatileld,
granddavghtor of the first Uresident of Yale
Colloge, and had tuine childron. of whom Joaeph
Chatfield Alcox was ons of tho youngest (born
i 1771 The Iatter inheritod o furm smaller
than that of his father and grandfather, but
moar them both, and on highor lnnd than
sither, for it included the summit of a ridgs
known as New Connectiout, the bighest hill in
shat reglon. Noar tho modest dwolling of
Josoph Alvox stood the schonlhouso in the fork
of the rond where Bronson Aleott rocelved the
rudimentary edueation, which wns about all
ho ever obtalnod from others. The school-
house has now disappearsd and the houss and
farm of Joseph Alcox have suffored from his
deagh in 1821, He was & skilful farmer and
eountry reohanle, making farming tools and
houschold ntensils for his townsfolk, and hay-
ing the best tiilod and best fencod faru (of
noearly a hundrod nores) fo the Spindle Hill dise
Srist. ‘I'wa of Lils bruthess had bullt log eabing
oo thelr ¢losrings, und lved in them duriog
tho enrly part of this century: but Joseph al-
ways oceupled a frame house, and lived with
eomfort, thourh with frugality. The con-
noction of tho Alvotts with the Episcopal
Oliaroh began with the marrings (n 17iM) of
Josepl Aloox amil Anni Bronson, whoss fath-
o, Yapt, Amos lironson, for whom the fiest
Bon was namael. lvad at o place eallsd Mount
Jericho. four miles from Spiudio Hitl Tt wis
the earnast wish of Anns Alsox te adueato hor
Bon Amos at Yale Collage, whora hiwr brother
had graduated, but tho narrow means of the
Wamily dld not permit this, or at least |t was

bposed they would not, though, as we shall

discornlble neross the |

see, the money lost during the four rears spent
in peddling would have sufficed to give the
young inan a sollege adueation.

Youne Amos, like other farmers' hors of
Neow Bugland, was sarly enlistod {n the labors
of the hiousehold and the farm. Henaynin an
autoblographisnl sketeh: " 1asaisted my par-
ents In hushandry apd housewifery durlng
my elilldhood and early youth. From the age
of wix to ten years [ attonded the vommop
school nenr my fathor's houss during nine
montha of the year. and from ten tlil I was
fourteen during the winter months. Our
‘coples’ were set by the schoolmaster In
hooks mada of two shesta nf foolsaap stitehed
together und ruled with a leaden plummet.
Wo usoed Ink mads of maple and onk bark
stonped in indigo and alum, which we manu-
factured ourselves. With this I began keep-
Ing o diney of my day's doings, with some en-
trion of the weather and events. at twelve
yoars of nge: It eontained also some notice
of my reading and a eatalogue of the hooka
rend.” Of courss, such wrudimentary In-
struction in roading, writing., and arith.
matle as was obininable at A& common school
during some montha of snoh year could not
much advance the puplisin the way of learn-
ing. unlosn they supplemented their achool
work with reading and private atudy. This
Alcott did, so far as he was abla. Books, how-
over, wars fewand diMeult of acessn, and thare
waore hardly a hundred volumes In the parish
llbrary: but the boy got permission to visit on
Baturday afternoon the farmhousea for miles
around to examine thelr amall eollections
Thesa nlways contalned the Bible, and, per-
haps, half a doren other booka, mamong them
Bunyan's “PMlgrim's Progress,”” Hervey's
" Meditations,” Young's " Night Thoughts,”
and Durgh's * Dignity of Human Nature' a
book then In much vogue among the country
poople of New England. Young Aloott rondily
got leave to borrow thaka household tronsuros,
and It was his oustom Lo earry awny and
read the “Pilgrim’s Progrons’” oncoe n year
Thisbook, more than any vther, nesma to have
glvon direction to his fanoles and previsions
of life. Tho entries in his diary show that
he also read at this time *Paradiee Lost"
“Hobinnon Crusos,” and Thomaon'a "Soasons,™
Books, Indend, wore his principal solaes and
delight, and he used to rond constantly of
avenings or whila restlng from work at noon,
during his father's nap or pull at the tolimeco
pipe. Sometimes, too, the barafoot boy would
take his book alleld with him and read under
thn wnll or by some troe whilo the oxen
rosted in the furrow. In the spring of 1814
ho went to work at a elock factory two
miles from his father's houss. and remained
there putting cloeks tomether during the
summer and autumn, Though skilful with hins
hands, he wans dissatisfled with this work and
was ullowed to go homa st the New Yenr, 1815;
thon it was that he went for throo months to
the school of the Itev. Mr. Keys, whore he
studled arithmelio and grammar, and gave
much attention to writing. After this one
torm of tulblon under o compotent instructor,
hie begin lhis perogrinations an o pedillor,
journeying on foot with a cousin as far as
westorn Massachusetts, solling amall articles
from house to house. The bLorya made two
trips, hut enrnod noe money. Next, Alcott
travelled alone, and this time Into eastern
Now York, obtaining subseribera for a popular
religinun work, Flavel on " Keoping the Heart.'

.

It was customary at the beginning of this
eontury. and, Indoed, for forty years Iater. for
educeated young men from New England to
begin Ilfe Ly teaching school or serving as
private tutors in the Southern States, FEven If
thoir eduestion had been gainod onlyat a
common school they thought themselves
comuetent, and genernlly wero so, to teach
the looal sohools In the Bouth. When, thers-
fore. In October, 1818, Dironson Alcott left
home on his way to Virginia his hope and con-
fident expectation were to Nod a school not far
from Norfolk whers he might temoch children
through the winhr. earn his own living, and
contribute something to the family sxpensens.
The resultof his Nrst experiment s rocounted
in his autoblography: " Oct. 11, 1H18—-8alled
from New liaven for Virginia, hoping to teach
aecommon sohool in that State. Finding this
diffioult, If not guite ridiculous, I commencad
hawking small articles, as aimanaos and tin-
ware. nbont the eity of Norfolk; and in the
rpring, travellod in the surrounding countles
with sundry small orticles of housowllery.
lieturnod by way of Now York, with a isunt
into Now Jersey, ataylng there for a month or
six woeks, nnd resched Waleott in May, 1814
Bosldes a wuit of clothes 1 brought home
elghty vdd dollars for mr father. who wan then
building m house on the site of the old one.
In the following November I agaln salled from
New Havon with yy brothor, Chatfleld Aleox,
to angago in peddling as bofore—desiring to
ald my fatherto pay for the house hs was
bullding. and, more especially, to fmprove my
knowledge of the world by such Intercourse
with the cultivated classes of the South as
wins permitted to s travelling chapman and
youth such as I thon was.”

The gencral remult of Aleott's peddling ven-
turss, which were prosseuted for flve yoars In
Virginin and the Carollnas. was disastrous
from n pecunisry point of view. Instead of
asslsting hie fathor, these journoys Imposed
upon the !atter n net loss of four hundrod and
twonty dollars, somowhat less thun the same
time spent fn the eollege and professionsl
school at Now Haven would have cost. His
lotercourse, however, with the Virginians is
deemed by tho blographer to have been of
great servies to Aloott, It Is true that ho
eutered the planters' houses only as u peddler,
but ho must have struck evory one from the
outaot us nremarkabio peddler, from the cir-
cumstancesthat honlways asked permission to
examine the housphold library. The fact that
he otvionsly eared more about reading than
eclling his wares would nnaturally enmmend
him to aympnthy and hospltality. Me. Honry
Adams, In hin " Life of John Handolph,"
has poluted out that nowhoero sould be lound o
school of wore gonlal and slmplor courtesy
thon thnt which produced the great men and
women of Virginin Toa youth brod as Aloott
hod Leovn In the narrow ways of a country
town ln Connecticut, tho comparatively ele-
gant and eourtly lfo of the plantation houses
Inthilowater, Virginls, was an improssive rove-
latlon. It was the frst school of fine man-
nurs with which ho came In contact. T'homas
Cholmondeley, who was o judge of good breed-
{og, moeting Mr, Aloott in 1854, and hearing
from the presont blographer the story of his
youthful years, vould searcoly believe It trus,
“Why," sald Cholmondeley, " your friend has
the mont distinguished manoers—the man-
ners of a very groat peor,' whieh, of course,
was the higheat eompliment an Englishioan
could pay, To much the same effect wrote
Emerson In 1881, " Our Aleott has only just
misned hiolng s seraph. A littlo English finish
and articulation te his potencles, and he
would have compared with the greatest.”

v,

At the time whon Bronson Alcott returned
from Virginin and coneeived that he had & vo-
cation as schoolmastor In Connectlout, the
publio schools of the State were in & very low
condition. There was smong the learvod a
aort of gontempt for the common sehools,
which lound expressias In the utteranoe of &
Yale professur: * Little good ean ever be done
In common mehools. Our dependence must
rest op colieges chlelly. ‘I"he money apnropri-
ated by the Btate for common schools ought
to Le appiied to botter purposus® The views
oxpressed Ly this college prolessor with re-
gard to the applleation of the mahool fund re-
mind our author of the Connestiout desoon,
who, & few years earlior. when the common
poaplo bagan to floek to hear the Universaliat
preachers, spoke thus ono evening at the
pravor mesting: * Hretheron,we Liave hoerd a
strange doctrine preached o those parte
Iatoly, that all men are feally to be saved ; but
brotheren. wo hopo for Letter things* Hrone
won Alvott also hoped for better things in the
nehicol syatem.  With the Insight of genius,
he percelved what ought to be done to bring
the common school up to its proper fusotion

and, when In the town of Cheshire, whore
his tnocle waa then at the head of an ncademy,
ha obtained the position of village schoolmas-
ter In Novembler, 1825, ha bogan & two yoars'
eourse ol school reform sueh an had not been
seenn before and has not beea slnce in
New Ensland. He antlofpated most of
the ohanges afterward wrought by Hoe-
nes Mann and  others (n  the publle
sohool system. and, without any Intimate
knowledge of what had been dons by
Pertalorzi In Bwitzerland, he followed the
samo Idesl path, and aceomplished similar
resulta In his small fleld of astion, Bo marked
was tha sucoons of the young reformer in the
eyes of Intelligent obtiservars, that they began
to pralne It In the newspapers. Tha atten-
tion of the Rev. K J, Muy. who had beon
for some years pastor of a soclety In Irook-
lyn, Conn.,, and whonre niecsp Alcott subre-
quently married, was directed toward thie su-
perlor school. No doubt Aleott saffarod dur-
Ing hia reforming years as sghoolmaster in
Cheslre from a susplelon, which even then was
well founded. that he was nét sound in the'or-
thodox falth. He was more or lewn 0bafructed
by the petty, earpipg spicit of the eommunity.
Emarson sold many yoars Iater. speaking of
hin friend’'a conversations: ““Mr. Aleutt is al-
wars Don Yulxole, and his sudience inniways
Bancho Punza.'  But, at first, the earnestness,
affTeotion, nnd saperlority of the young teacher
earried nll before him. Thae adult persons who
witnonsed the progreas of hie school were as-
tonlshed at what they saw and heard, for ha
taucht us onoe having authority, and not as
the soriben,

Mr. Santord suggesta that they would have
beon atlll more surpriced If they could hava
rend somo of the reflections this Connecticut
Housseau wan setting down In his private
journnl. We can discern in them the gorm of
that radiealism in which Alcott was to load for
o long period his brethren of the Transcon-
dontalist achool of opinlon. Thue, under dato
of Dec, 1§, 1824, wo find In his diary n pnssagoe
which hina a bearing on the uuestion of serip-

tural authority, although dealing apparently |
with books in genoral: * It is not from booka |

entirely that instruction Ia to he drawn. They
should Me by um for oceanlonal Instruction
only. When doulita and uneertainties arise
they may somotimes explain the diMceulty and
polnt to the truth.  Frequently, howaver, thoy
may lead us astray: they are Imperfect. Ad-
horenee to them hus been the eause, and still
continues to le, ol perpotoating errors
among men, and that to an alarming
extent. ldens, when recorded In n book, carry
with them u kind of dignity and certainty
which awe many Into Implicit Lellef. They
often impowe the most lrratioonl and ab-
surd conclusions on the peaceful understand.
Ing. It dares oot doubt: fonr keeps it lgnor-
ant; suthority lifta hor head and commoands
instant belief: reason thus hushed Into silenca
sleana in serenc repose. To think for harself
in dennminated pride and arrogance, Milllons
of human minds are in this state of slavery nnd
tyranny, How shall they escape? Rebol
Think for themsolves: let others grumble,
Ilaro to bo singular; lot othors derlde. Follow
reason; let others dwell In the land of onchant-
munt, Bemoen; lot others prattie. Proctice;
Int others profesa. Do good; let otliers defina
goodness.  Act;let others sleep.  Whatsoever
thy hand findest to do, that do with all thy
might, and let a gainsaying. calumniating
world apeculates on thy procecding.”

The effact produced Ly Alcott at this time on
highly intelligent men may be Inforred from a
letter written by the llev. Bamuel J. May. who,
an we havo sald, made his aequalntance while
he was keoping the Cheshire sehool. Mr. May
says: "1 havo never but in ono Instanee been
so Immedintely taken possession of by any
man I ever mot In life. He seemed to me
liko & born saee and saint. He wus a radical
In nll matters of reform; went to the rootof
nll theory, eappcially the subject of education,
mental and moral oulture,” Mr, May sug-
gosted A comparison between Alcott and
Pestolozzl. Theras |la no doubtthat the method
of instruction which nddresses the child's
sensationsand conceptions directly, and forms
his mind br einstantly exerclsing hin powers
instoad of making It n pussive receptacle, was
nn original with the one as with the othor.
But Aloott added a mystie, Platonle tinge to
his systom, which was not so evident In Pas-
talozzl's. In one respect the two reformers
were alike. Alcott, llke Pestalozzl. ns the
record of his sucressive schools nt Cheshire,
Philadelphin, and Ilioston show, was con-
stantly at a disadvantage In deallog with
affalrs; nor was he ever so fortunate as to find
s coadjutor, who could supply the practical
abllity to mateh and complete his own ideal-
fsm. Hence thebrovity of his suceess in every
plare where he taught and his frequont re-
movals from town totown nnd from State to
Btate. Dut the best men and women avery-
where alded Iils plans, rejoiced In hiasuc-
coss, and knew how to pardon his fnilures
Among the consequences of the Clieahire
school tha biographor would reekon not only
Mr. Alvott's self-oxile [from Conneaticut,
first to Philadelphin and afterwnard to Boston,
buat his courtship and marriage, his fortunato
domestle 1ife, and all the lternture with which
his dsughter Loulsa has delighted the hearts
of the children whom her father was 8o sager
to Instruet and amuso. Bhortly alter thele
marriage Mre, Alcott wrote to her brother:
"My husband is tho porfect personifleation of
modesty and moderation. [ am notsure that
wo shall not blush inte obsourity nnd contem-
plate [nto starvation.” Thero were timos In
their caroor when this misgiving seomed to be
on the polnt of fulfllment, but the end was
fortunate. and tho wife and mother deserved
all the praiso bestowed upon her by Ler huse
band in his old nge.

V.

By the autumn of 184 Bronson Aleott's long
period of apprentioeship was over, and he be-
gan, with the openliog of his famous sohool at
the Masonic Temuvle, to bo a conspleuous per-
son in the New Fnglaod eapital. Under the
commendntion of Dr. Channlag and other
triends, then of great Influsnes, he became for
nwhlle n Hoston faverite. Ho woas & school-
master, but so was Milton, and Milton was
still the most renowned poet for the Boston-
Inno, partly becauss it had just been discov-
ored that he was a Unitarlan. The lterary
produst of Milton's sehool, ns Dr. Johnson
scoflingly remarks, was a mmall history of
poetry written in Latin, but the product of the
Masonlo Temple nchiool was two books thist
made a stirim thelr day, namaely, the HDecord
of a Sahool, edited by Mlas Llizabeth Peabody,
and the Conversations with Children on the
Gospels, edited by Mr. Aloott himsell, Tho
Intter work caussd such eommotion in Boston
that ft led eventually to the downfall
of the wschool. It was evident that the
author of the Conversations wus wandering far
from the New England Calvinism, and even
from the Unitarians with whom hs wuas still
nominally associstod. A distinguished pro-
fossor of llarvard Collego expressed (m the
Courier the opinlon that “ono-third of Mr, Al-
colt's book Is absurd, one-third is blasphemy.
and ong-third {8 obsconos”  The (uurier recs
ommendwed that Mr. Aleott should be pre-
sonted to the Girand Jury on aceount of cer-
taln panpsagos ln his book rolating to the mya
tery of birth, Thereupon Mr Jumes Fresmunn
Clarke suggestad thatthe lndlctment, it found,
should run In the words of that lormerly pre-
sonted against Hocrates, which ran thus:
“Bocrates s acoused of not bulleviog in the
goids in which the clty belleves, but Introduc.
Ing other now divinition; he ls alsn aecused of
corrupting the mionds of the youth.” On this
paranllel the blographer remakkas that Alvott re.
sembled Boerntes mors then Boston rosem bled
Adams, Emoerson's view of the Conversatlons
was published In the Courier, Aleott's prinel-
pal assallant; hodid not hesitate to say that
they “contain abundant evidenes of extraorals
nary thought elther in the teschier orthe puplls,
orin both, He alins to make ehildren think.
and, in overy question of 4 moral pature, to
soiid them back un themsolves for an answor,
He wlwmn to show children somothing hely in
their own couscfousnoss; thereby to make
thom reslly roverent, and to make the New
Testament a living book to them." The

FPhillstines were too strong. however, and

avontually the Temple sehodl had to be xiven
up, the coup de grace baing given to (t In IH38
by the admission of a solored emid.
¥l

Thin ehapter in Mr, Aleott's life was typleal
and Important, and receives at Mr. Banborn's
hands the attention it doperves. It was tho in-
troduction to his long caresr as a public agl-
tator and reformer. nnd In closely conneoted
with his earlior and Iater (ntorest in the aboll-
tion of alavery mnd the outburst of what Is
enlled transeendentalive In New England. In
1837 Aleott wan gennenlly apoken of as the
leader of the Boston transeandentalists, a dis-
tinetion afterward glvon to Emorson, ehicfly
In eonnequence of his Divinity Rehool ndilrens
of 114K, which stirred to the very bottom the
onlm lake of Unitatinn theology. These two
frionds, of whom Aleott was by mors than
throo yenrs the eldor, wors orlginators of the
somewhat famoun Transoendenta! Club. which
met under varloua namea from 1HIY to
1860, Thls small gathering of friends was
Nrat ealled the Symposium, and met Tor
thie frst time In Soptember, 18715 at the
house of George Ilipley, thon A minlstor In
Iwston. In October It mot axnin at Mre
Alsott's honae. when thers wiore bDresent
Emeornon, Ripley, F. 1. Helgs, Orsstes A,
Brownson, J. F. Clarke, and €. A, Ilartol
Among other mambers of thie slub mentionod
Ly My, Aleott in hin Autoblographlen! Collecs
tions wora Convers Franels, Thoodore Pnarkor,
Willlnm 17, Channing, Henry DN Thoreau, and
Muargarot Fuller. lmarson had published Lils
fiest volume, n system of apiritual philosonhy,
In 1KY under tho title of ** Nature.” Tle con-
sulted Aleott veenslonally in regard to Itatrend
of thought; and It was the bellef of some, and
of Aleott hinmsll, that those portions of the
Inst chaptor which are aseribed to ™ a cortain
poet” wers derived In part from his eonversn. '
tion with tho elder mystle. Tho following
sentence, for example, more resembles the
thought and dialest of Aleott than that of
Emerson In later yonra: “ Infanoy (s the
porpetual Mossish wihileh eomon into the mrma
of fallen moen aad plends with them to return
to paradise.” Tt was about thoe time when
“Nature' eamo out that Emerson wroto to his
schoolmate and litelong friend. tha Hev. W.
H, Furness: " [ shall always love you for lov.
Ing Aleott. He s n groat man: tha god with
the hordamon of Admotus. T eannot think roun
know him now, when I remembor how long he
has bean hers (nway from Philadelphial, for
he grows every month. Hls conversation Is
sublime; yot when I seo how he s underesti-
mated by cultivated people, I fancy none but 1
have heard im talk.” Later, in 1842, Emer-
son wrote of Alrott more at length and more
diseriminatingly: I saw bim for the first
time In-Doston In IH35. He is & man of
{dons, o mun of faith. Expect hls eon-
tempt for all usnzea which are simply
such. His sooclnl nature and his taste for
beanty and magnificenece will batray him Into
tolernneo nnd (ndulkonce even to men and to
magnifieenca: but w statute or o practice ho In
condemned to mensuro by its esnentlal wisdom
or folly. He dolights in speculation—in noth-
Ing so much-and Is well endowead and wenp-
oned for that work with a enplous, acourate,
aud elegant vooabulary —1 may say pootle: so
that [ know no man who speaks sueh good
Englhish as ho and (s 8o Inventive withal. He
apoaks truth truly: the expression I8 ade-
quate. Yet he knows only this one language
He lardly needs an antagonist; he neadn only
an lntelllgent ear. When he I8 greeted by
loving. intelligent porsons, his discouras sonrs
to n wonderful height: s« regular, ao lueld, so
piayfol, 8o new and disdaintful of all bounda-
riea of tradition anid experlence that the
hoarers scom no longer to liave bodies or
material gravity, but nlmost they ean mount
into the alr at vplensure, or leap at one
bound out of this poor solar aystem. I sny
this of hils spasch exclusivaly, for when he at-
tompta to write he luses, to my judgmaent, all
hls power. * * * lle las, moreover, the
groatest posacaslon hoth of mind and temper
In his discourse, so that the mastery and mod-
eration and foresight and yet [felicity with
whieh he unfolds h!s thoughts are not to be
surpassged, This s lmportant to such a broagh-
or of noveltien ns he Is. and to one balted, as
he is very apt to be, by sticklers for old booka
or old Institutions. Ilo takes such delight In
tho exerclse of this faeulty that ho will willing-
Iy talg the whole of n day und most partof n
night, and then ngnlo to-morrow, for days sue-
coasively; noid if I, who am [mputient of muoh
epeaking, draw him out to walk In the wooils
or flelds, he will stop at the first fence.
and very soon wropnas either to sit
down or to roturn.  Ie seems to think
foclety oxista for this funetion, and that
all literature |s good or bad as It approaclies
calloguy, whieh is [ts perfection. Poems and
histories may be good, but only as adumbra-
tions of this: and the only truo manner of
writing the literature of o nation would be to
convene the best heada n the commuanity, set
them talking, und then introdues stanograph-
ors to record what they say. Ie so swiftly
plants himsell on the moral sentiment In any
econversation that no man will ever get any ad-
vantage of lilm, unless he bo » snint.  Every-
one ¢lse Alcott will put in the wrong, It must
be conceded that it I speculation which he
loves, and not nction. Tharelore, he dissatis-
flos avorybody and disgusts many, When the
conversation Is ended, all [s over. Hn lives to-
mortow. a8 he lives to-day, for furthar dia-
eourse, not to bewin, as ho sesms pledged to
do, a now celestiel life."
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This estimate of Alcott by Emerson may ba
eontrasted with an Interesting passage con-
eerning Emorsonin Aleott'sdinry: * Februnary,
1847, Mr. Emerson gave his closing lecturs at
Masonle Tomple on Friday, Thesuccoss of the
leature hos Leeon satisfactory. He las had a
choles and falr anudience. and has dropped
many n bold and {res thowht that will fnd
avcoplancs among us at last. Much of what
ho hins wsald will not be apprehended: the
viows of the locturor will he carped at by
some: others will delight In his dress and
mnanner;: & few will find Mle ana signif-
eance In  his doctrines. Emerson's Influ-

ence will not soon be felt on the age.
It diuslon will bo  subtle and  slow.
It will act on the few simple natures,

which sustom and convention huve epared us,
and these will elrculato it in At time. Many
will be plawned by his oleganco of manner and
grnoe of dietion, and throngh thess will be led
to the contemplstion of tho divine form of
beauty that he delights In. Curlosity will be
extlled to lenrn the seeret of his agency, nnd,
ere the suparfleiul and vedantio are aware, he
will stenl upon them unpercelvad. His genlus
mugt out; It must assert lls claims, and these
ahnl! i due time be sdmitted, Thus shall the
genlus of Bmerson chinse away In time the
small and arrogant intellectn that now veoture
to stnnd between hwinnnity und his orb, 1
think his convorsation equnl or supsrior to his
writton words: no man among us whose famil-
farity with high and divine subjeocts strikes
me as does his in conversation, nad whose
range ol Hlustration Is wo wide, to say nothing
of the excending Nness of his imnges and the
besuty of his terma. In this respect he is far
beyond Diy. Channlog, who never sonversoes,
but holds moenelogues in your pressnees an the
subjmcts concerning which you sddross him.
Wo mnke une other extract from Mr Aleott's
diary ot thin poriod, b ‘ause It contalns an
interesting reference to Orestes Brownson
and to Dr, James Walker, afterward a pro-
fossor and VPresldent of Harvard College:
*1 passed an evening Jduring this weok
with Mr, Brownwon, and with hlm called on
and spent no hour with Me, Walker, editor
of the Olristian Jouwnal loth are friends
of human culture, yet with noither do 1
find that hearty sympathy which | desire.
They are men of fulr talents wnd generous
purposes, yot destitule of desp and fervld en-
thuslasm and of that kindling genius which
ennobles our natiire and NS itto the happlont
actiona My Intimacy with thewm is not un-
mixoed with the doulite and suspielous nssosin-
tions that attend pride of Intsllect, They make
theinselves inerry more than bLefits my taste
with the divine In our pature; they espouse
the cause of the vulgar many rather than that

of the noble few. Both ohov loglo, both are
men of understanding, nelther aporehends the
belng of post and sser: the high works of po-
stia ganfus, the marvels of holiness, are beyond
their graap. although both are good and usefal
men, Thoy esohow belisl in other than bare
and barren reasoning, which is tha life of the
soleatio mohiool, and refuss oredence to all else.
Thore are & faw minda whose viows do not In
all renpsots eoinelde with the doctrines of the
oolectla mohool, Thesa persona have been
named after the German Transcendontaliste,
aname among us at this time indicative of all
that s fansiful, wild, and undevout. Thess,
therafore, are mesumed an wanting In good
sonse. unworlhy the name of philosopher, and
without thio gracea of gonuine piety: they are
eallod Pantheista Emerson, Hedire, Furnesa,
and mysolf are classed in this numbar. Thus
thers are nuw the eclectio, the transeendan-
tal. tho rational dootrines, each with thelr rep-
renentativen; and (o sneh apiritualinm ravonls
itaelf as the antagonist of the sonsual philofo-
phy which has so long had the nseendancy.
The tendenoy of the age In obvioualy toward
epiritualiam; and though our languags, 1it-
orature, scionce, art, and institutions are all
tinged with the matorial slemont, yet the spir-
ftunl le destined to prevail.”

vy, .

Weo cannot follow Mr, Banford step hy sten
through his hiography of Aluott, as we would
renerve somo space lfor Mr. Harris's eritieal
estimato. We would not, however, altogether
pasa over Aleott's visit to England, for which,
na he was nltogether without mennns, the nocas
sary money was provided Ly Emerson—
malnly from his own purse. On May 8, 1842,
Alcott salled for England with ton soveralgns
in his pockstbook and a bill of exchange for
£20 on Baring Brothera, His purpose was to
eonfer with the most eminent oducators and
philanthronists, in the hope of exechanging
intelligence and of Importing Into the United
Htntos whntever hints had heon struck out in
England on the subject of literatore and the
first philosophy. He found bLut little en-
couragement, though he did meet with a few
enthusinstie peraons who partook of his own
philanthrople ideallsm and were eager to join
his private efforts at social reform. Carlyle
und he proved antipathetice. In a letter
written at the time he says: * Rode to Chelaea
nnd passed an hourwith Carlyle. Ah, me! Baul
nmong the prophets! It must have been a
dark hour with llm. He ssemod Impatient of
fntarruption, faithless quite, in all sovinl re-
form. His wit was sombre, severe, hopsless:
hils vory merriment had madness in [t: his hu-
mor was tragle even to tears. There lay
smouldoring In him a whole French revolu-
tion, a Cromwellian rebelllon: nor eould the
rich mellownoss of his voleo, deeponed an it
was and made more musieal by his broad
northern wecent. hide fron me the restless
melanahaly, the memory fesdlng on hope, the
deceane of all prophecy In the grave ol history.
Itold him the dead only dealt with the dend;
that the living breathed only with the living,
The man ls slck; he needs rost. I know his
allment; 1 know its cure. Emarson wili sad-
den when you tell him what I write; but here
is another of the thousand conlirmations of
that sulelde Ly the pen in which lteraturs
abounds, I will not turn on my heel to see an-
other man; and the women are tragle all (Mrs.
Carlyle, Mrs. Fox, &e.); these doleful daugh-
ters of Britain, they mourn even in thoir joya”
Aenin, on Aug. 2, he wrltes: "I have seen
Carlyle onre more: but we quarrelled outright,
and 1 shall not ses him again. Greatnesa
abides not here; her home Is In the clouds
save when she doscends on the meadows or
trends the groves of Convord.” Although Car-
Iyle subsaquently wrote Aloott a lettor of adlen
which was eolvil enough, he hardly treated
Emerson's most Intimate Amerlean friend
with elvllity In thelr notual Intercourse, and
Emorson “‘nlK"qllfdlﬁllnll(}lhlhd theront. The
attor hud specially eommended Aleott to Car-
yle, “hopiog to atone Ly his great nature for
many smaller ones that have craved to spe
you."" Carlyle replied with & charncteriatio
ekoteh of his visltor: " Directly about the time
of SBtorling’'s departuro came Aleott, some twao
wooka after I had heard of his arrival on
those nhores. He has besn twico here at con-
siderabls length: the merond time all night.
Hois n genlal inpreent. simple-hearted man,
of much natural Intelllgence and goodness,
with no wir of rusticity, veraelity. and dignity
withal whiah In many wuys appeal to one. T'he
good Alvott! with his long, lean fnconnd Ngare,
with his frnr. worn temyples and mild, radinnt
eyen, all hont on eaving the world by a return
to acorns und the golden nge, he comes
bLefore ona llke & veneraule lon ulxote,
wliem nobody ean laugh at without loving.”
Thers was & story ocurrent at the time,
which certulnly had mome foundation, that, ns
Cnrlyle wns walking with Alcott through the
finn distriets of London, where material weanlth
anid the privilegen of ensto are so brillinntly
displayed. he broke out: ""Do yo ses thin,
mon? This has stood fora thousand yeur
and will stand when you and your dom
P'otnto Giospal have gons to the dogs.” 1In lils
reply to Carlyle, Emorson sald; ""Alcott in
great man. and wos mode for what is greater,
lint T now fear that he hans already touched
what bast he ean,.and, through his more than
}lrnplmt'l ogotism and the absence of all use-
ul reconelling talents, will bring nothing to
pass, and ho but o voles in the wilderness,”

‘o ndd the portrait of Aleott, drawn by
Hawthorae in the winter of 1542-43, and, with
this. we must take our leave of all that part of
thesoe twao volumes for which we are indebted
to Mr, Banborn: Here also was Mr. Aleott,
with two or three friends, whom nils splrit had
ansimiiated to itsell and drawn to his New
Enginnd hulm-._ though un oceean rolled bu-
twoen them. Thers was no mun in the en-
chanted hall whosp mers presencs, the lan-
gunge of whose look and munner wrought such
an impression as this mystic Innovator: so
ealm and gontle was ho, so holy In aspeet, so
qulet in the utterance of whint hils xoul brooded
over, that one might readily conceive his
Crphic savings to well up froma fountgdnin his
breant, whieh communicated with the Infinite
abtivas ol thonght, "Here (8 a prophet’ erjed
my frlend, with enothusiasm. “a dreamer, n
bodyleas lden amid our netual exlstonee,
Apother age may roeognize him as e man; or
perhinps his misty apparition ma]r vanish into
sunshine. It matters littlo, for his Influence
will have Impregnated the atmosphere, and
will be lmbibed Ly genorations that know not
the orlginnal apostle of the ideas which they
phall shinpe Into earthly business. Boeh w
splrit eannot pasas lhrnurh humnan Iy, yot
loave mankind entirely as ho found them ' "

X,

In his attempt to define and classify Alcott
consldered as a thinker. Mr. Harvls seems in-
clined to conour with Fmerson in describing
him as o neo-Platonist; though both shrink
from glving apy name lmplylng secondaris
ness to the highly original habit of Alsott's
enlient and Intuitive mind. Stlil, neo-Platonist
Mr, Harris must consider him. for he holds
that those books of Aleott's, wheroln are re-
gordad the deepest and sincerest convictions,
areto bo resorted toand studied along with tho
works of Vlotinus and FProclua.  Whatever
may be our verdiet regurding the logical pop-
eluility of uniting a theory of assent and evo-
lution to a thenry of lapre, Mr. Harris s cer-
tain that Aleott lml]ll\'-llui In their reconciliation
and tuught it in hils * Tablets”  Even It we
adopt the evolution theory wntire, and repu-
dinto the theory of i‘unanlu b{ manns of fulion
angols. It must be sduitted that there are cur-
tnin tonle efects still to be obilained from the
contemplation of the Istter hypotheals, and
that its poetlo uses are poronninl,  Bosldes,
from o soelologlen]l point of view, ns woll us
that of the history of philosophy, we are forood
to study It in order to camprahond the higlest
thinking of the Asintle peoples and the fulel-
{;l.mugl. prosuppositions of our own olvilize

(L1

Compnaring Aloott with Emerson, Mr. Harrls

ilnts out that the farmer was not an othienl
dealint like tho Intter iwho was alsonn methetfe
or postle [dealist), hut Futher m theologia Idenl-
Ist. He had In mind the relations nf man to
the Abwolute, rather than the rolation of man
to man. Henee he kept the focus of his mind
always on questions of ascent or descent to or
from the vision of God, Emerson, by the
graces of his wianner, and by the impersonal
air of his inquiry, eould dismount his adver-
sary Irom an egotistic mssumption; could -
ways find the joints in hinnrmor apd propownid
some considerations that pieresd thirough to
the universal eonsclence throned beyoosd the
shullow ogotism  and  sellisliness. ~ Aloott's
wand, on the other bawd, stirred (pthe Leasts,
but did oot wllay them. He wan no mistar
and had nowish 1o bon mastor of the diglertie,
which s understood by most people ns i sort
of intellectual tournament. The dogmntists
snnoyed him by demanrdiog prools for Lis as.

fertons.  They wesmed often to imply, Ly
tholr monner of asking them, |(u the Pros.
ente of & transeandentalist,  thuat they
supposad the exlatence of somo  poonline
Wonknoss of  ressoning  power iy sueh
men, Mr. Harrln suggonts that, had they first
plirged their intellects Ly tho study of Kunt's

ones or 0 Pl s Db s, They woal
® learned thint the course of such rullwlr:j‘!
Hon as they wate wont to indulie inis nnly u
movement in g 0lrele.  Une Gesutues in his
promises What he wishien o prove, and thon
unfolds it as the lowleal rosult. The sssump-
tlons are one-slded premises which peed eor.
Yection by thelr opposites belore the debater

ind to
-l‘.ﬂ‘l;ﬂt‘l.t :I"“n‘: otfl n? Aleott

: that It was sim
r.’t;o ugg"lut?ldﬂhngur L ,'li:ut:.l
t many & sturdy debater fanclod BUTEST

{E.

' viotor boonuse he A%
- umiﬂk.:gljﬁttho Initer decllned to nn&::lr‘:
the question h:a.vlnrhl;:m;‘m:? p’r‘ormlln’n ]41" 14

1§ n 'l

ln's':.rlll‘:‘ult.lﬂ?lhms who elnmor loudest ?nr n:t::;

anarally do not know what prool mﬂlﬂ’:\. s
ﬂanu do not recogniee m%I proof w a|nh {
is shown te them. They do nolt mes "

ool |8 something requiring the "’“"i;”i'i
ﬂcinntlo of the one to whom b
glven, 1! In nol a Mnl‘lllrninlmr Iurent r?“'
witliout, hut s always ineffoctunal ngnh}a gl_ H
leiltr‘ indolanes, higotrey, or self conee (:’.
ordinars analytie proof will be percaive o
shallow aftor more or less ¢x sﬁrlanrdg of 1it.
Tho man of inslight xees that it ia ohil ll
—n mere placing of the inevitahla duum% am,
a atap or two further Laek—that Ia all .mi-‘r-
aon was earoful to refrain from argument. i [
oneo sild to & dogmatint who, after Ilnt:‘n 'n.n
to his lecinrs, demanded proot of hlat n.d-
ments: 1 am rorey i 1 have lesn |.g'1: ,R
Into snyinganyihing that mmlraaﬂvron. t'?
it was with Alentt. Hisplm wan to draw noﬂn Al
and simple peopleout of thelr sensuous Anag re=
flactive florder Iamds into the realm of !d'nl
And of pire roason by means of canyeraation.
Hin prools wers to be found in the runponu!t:‘e.
sympathetle movement of the minda of the

s thus drawn.
PO Hareis thinks that, by sugeesting that
Aloott waan fhmllullﬂ danlist, Inst n'g'urml'z

othienl or mathotinnl {dealist, like

e ‘:nn wiven # elue to hin style as a writer.
Smerson alwavs insistad that Aleott's atyle
was poor: Thore was no go int" Asimi-
lur opinion wan expressed by Lowell. Mr. Har-
ris, on the othesr hand, I8 puzzled atthis re-
fusal to nmqn!u the gregtness of a\lco!:s
books, especially of the ~ Tablata, Dllhllng
in 18 For hin own part, Mr. Harrie has
found there, statod with frmnt follelty, 't" tho
groat doctrinea of Ginostielsm and neo-Plato-
nismn. He has found thers the wonderful idea
of correspondanes hetween man and liis colos-
sal imago, built by him as Demlurgus, the idey
eolatirated by the “Orphie poet' in ature,
*Tablots” contalng also the Swedenborgian
fden regarding the corres nd;nt‘ﬂ of the two
aldes of the dualism. spirit and matter. This
wan given by Alcott, and urandall by Fmerson
in hi‘; seany on Pootry and lmagination Into
what Mr. Haorrls deoms the best theory of
mesthotlon extant, next allﬁl’ Arln otle's “ Poot-
fes ' and Hegel's all-ineluding ** Eathetlk.

On the whole, however, it Is asknowledged
by his most conipetent critle and forvent ad-
mirer that his atyle 1s not literary, beeauss it
eontinunlly harps on one atring, that of gene-
ple. All remarks are made, all rlnautlontmln -
tinted, with the doctrine of Lapse in the back-
ground: a constant speotasle needed by the
roader if he would Interpret aright the most
trivial of Aleoti's itternnces, He ls a thoologio
idealist intoxieated with the One, as every
good theologinn must be.  'This close adhe-
renco to the doctriue of Lapse disables him
Lrum ecommanding o lterary style, whioh must

o [reo to choose i':- moods and vestures: for
the artist senkn to inearnatean idea in formn of
besuty, while the philosopher sims to strip o
from the [dea all wrappings of imagination. It
was this elinging to one idea which prevente

laott's styls from haviog any " go'" In It, as

JIarann Kays.

At the same time, while_denylng to Alsott
tho merit of liternry art. Mr. Harrls insieta
that rare phllosophleal powar must be con-
ceded to him. [t [s true that all his ultorw]cal
have the form of philoaophemes, but he has
furnished them ol the best guality, both in
prose and poetry. We are told that, In the
days of his earller conversntion and before
ho had printed his works, Aleott used to read,
in the courae of the evening, from n red-eov-
cortaln poams

book that ha earried
whieh bl this eharanter of philosophemos.
T'hey puzzled one, it seoms, at flest, resem-
bling, In this rospoact, the most of K

eme nn weoll ns Brownin Bu}. on gatting
amilinr with them, the reader foun h
singularly felloltous in expression, and some-
times fraught with an extraordinary depth of
suggestion, One of the most popular of Al-
colt’s poctionl Ehllu-ophomos was the " Heor's
Ratlons,” which, by way of o pariing extract,
wao here reproduce:

=Takea sunbenmn, spring watarm,
FEarith's juices, meads, ereams,
Hathes in foods of aweosl sthera
Comes haptized from the streamay
Guest of Him, the swent-hpp'd,
The lireamsr's gualnl dresma
'‘Mingls moras 1dyliic
With Bamian fable,
Bage sensoned from craein,
OF Plutarch’s chaste tauie

* Pledges Teun Zoroaster,
Tasies Caun's gind clieery
Buna, giobiea. on bin trencher,

The eirments there,
Bowis of punrise for brankfash,
Brimful of the East;
Foaming Nagons of frolle
Hinevaning's gny fenat
Bov'relgn sollds of naturs,
Relar seeds of the sphars,
CGlympian viand
urprining as rare,

*“Tuos baiting his gent
His wonderful :‘m‘ﬁ“
Hriogs poets and albiyls
Toaup at hie boar
Feeds thus and thos fares he,
rpacds thus and thus cares he,
us faces and graces
Fe's long etuthanans

orm

111e gifts unah
Transligured, transinte
The ideailat prudent,
Baint, poet, prieat, student,
Phillosopher, Lie.*
MW H

MISJUDGED BY APPEARANCES,
flow a FPretty Blue.grass Girl on Her
Travels Incurred Undenerved Censare.

Keanotucky girla are born to adventare, but
onein particular, who last week left her nutive
blue grass to tread the unresponsive granite
of New York pavements, thinks she has had
rather more than her sliare of experiences.

The young womnn In question has only
nincteen summers and one loss winter to hor
eredit, but she has made good use of her time,
and Is a particularly pretty girl—yos! oven
for a Kentucky glrl. Pravious to one eventful
day lust weerk she bad llved under the watch-
ful llght of hor mother's eyes. Thon, as he-
fore stated, sho bade hiertearful family a still
more tearful adieu, and turned a temporarily
red and swollen face northward.

Now, her mother had Iain awake the night
belore conjuring up vislons of the horrtble no-
cldents, mortal slekness, nnd suddon death
which were suro to overtake ber child. And,
lke n wise mothor she cast sbout In her mind
for some panuacen with whioch she could pro-
vide the young travelier. Delng s Kentuoky
mother vhe hadn't much trouble In arriving at
a declslou, and early the followlng morning
sho slipped a Nlled and generous flask into her
daughter's bag, with the remark that It was
"good In case of Blekyuss' The lattor—
a‘mntuukr ulrl—ﬂria’irﬂd hulh?&ct ::;d bl?al\l:i
and journoyoed sadly uway,

The flrst thing the train did was to crose the
rivor Into Indians and then, nta smail station
which smelied of hayseed. plek upan aged ocou-
f{h" I'ho aged couple entered the car where the

entuoky girl was seatod. Bho was still fushed
alter worplng, and rather puffy s to ey=s and
rale‘ but pretty notwithstunding, lis old

ady looked at lier ns sho took the ouposite
seat and her look was distinoly disaporoving.
The old man. in his turn, also looked, lifs
lingaring gazo spoke a difforont language.

And the traln moved on.

During the day the Kontueky girl sought to
forget her sorrows by reading one of the hooks
which hind boon thrust upon her In the course
of the morning's fnralui‘n Bhe Anally elosed
it with tho declsion that It
bouk, for the Inside was e dull an the out-
sldo wan lurid. To be suro, the old lady nerogs
the aisle could not be blamed for supposing
the inalilo to b ss highly colored as the coyer,
and for deepening her frown accordingly, At
any rate, ns night drew ot the young girl feit
thut tho saoolal baromastor wan mmuﬁ?.uuu.
L U course, shie thought of her mother and

oly Knintuek," and what would becomae of

WUs nn Averasge

herif sne shonld be taken slek. Then ahe
folt that sho was plok. 2
Tho wselflsh man 'Illk trl\:;:{ PJF.dllo:Ll}rndni

kept his window open all doy »

decldmlly cool. She felt, ’l!n:qihgh-?uﬂ:l‘:a?;
folt sliooting palnsin lier uﬂfe. Bho hud taken
cold, and without a deult her Ife depondod
on a swallow of that whiskey with which ma-
ternal thoughtiulness had provided hisr,

But the old lady?t Bhowslyly reconnoitered
with two woft, durk oyos, l?r'r nelghbor was
podding, nuy more, she was ns vap.  Tho
frmm: kirl summoned the porter, niml in a
ow tone, coleulatod not 10 penstrote the
Hoonlor dreams weross the aisle, ordere: n
lemonndn. It war there [naide of five min.
Mtow  Again the dark eyes took nguiek sur-
voy, U'nnecossury eaution! A mild but vn.
mistakable snore cnme from seross the sishe

Fhore wivs the fulntest cliek as the bus wie
openvd,and n crenk almost unwortny the name
a5 vhe unserowed the flusk. Nelther sound
would have wakened so much an mosguite,
Yhe girl lost uo thme io disposing of hor lem-
onnde with ite rednforeoment, but as the Aromn
?r'.“':ﬁ {mlurlmtn '”"ﬂ‘fm wtola through the nir

[LLR ]| mMiy =at upr 3

T':’“.”'- 1““1: [ Wwith & ntart

Iiishoy !
wt.;rodl'nlrl" ;(r“"_:!w exelalmed bolors her eyes
nd then she turned upon the poor Kons
tueky girl w gloneo eslonlnted to nll.u Eu]:-‘.l?n
the spab, without the sld of & fmlunu:‘ ury ur

any chunce of wppwaling 1o the morey o
Court,  But the ;:trl was not =luin, tihu‘- Il:u}h:
elear sonecience—indem), (L sdomed that
ll‘\‘l' conscletice wos e clearest thing
atout her, Lut she woulld shiow this wolnnn
thint slie bhatl oy erusily miswdged, sheo
suin snmmonod the porter und vrdered sOme
im.lh Milk » ul wven more innooent )
nnl_!ula-:n tie N thin water, therefore she
took milk,  And she turned dpon the rigicly
Feproaciiul oid Indy n glanes whioli wulil
o --I.u -l.-.-ry " wi‘r‘- “I' mlitken,

in b turned to Jaimes, took the glas

handed hoe, ant dealned tindf fts rnur?n: -‘11:-?

Tore shis dlsvovnrs ar lin o
at;r::! In;lt n'mlhh:ui I!r:f#}nrI;u-riml-'- r

#F that she was hopeless) sgro
she arrived in Now Yo ﬁ".:"'.::tij.fuﬁfs":’}';,ﬁ.’,'"
Woman us ever orossed the North Kiver, 4

ninundur.

TAR OLD MAID,

That is te Bay, a Woman Whe s Up.
married,

Do you nes the lady ?

T do nee the lady.

Who Is she?

#he Is Miss Bomeboadrorother.

Why not Mra.?

Hocauso aho has no Mr, attachment

You mean she has no huaband ?

I moan she (8 unmartied: which lasomewhas
more comprehensive.

Bhe 1s Independent of men, then?

Anindependont an women aver are

Aron't they nll so?

They want to be: or they say they do.

Ton't women alwars say what they mean?

Not alwara,

How (a it in this Instance ?

This one Isrleh: and a rich unmarried woe
man can say and do what she pleases regard.
lesn of the men to a great extent

Bho could marry, then, If ahe so denlred ?

Oh, yon; money s quite attractive to mos
men seeking wives.

Can't & poor woman marcy If she wants to?

The woman doesn’t live, I fanoy, who has
not had a proposal of marriags some time in
her life.

Then why doessn't she marry?

A woman doesn’t marry for the mere saks of
marrying, as a rules.

As an exception, does she ?

There are some exosptions.

Why?

Dacause some unmarried women, or thely
parents or guardians, have an idea that it e
not the proper thing to become an old mald.

Anold mald?

Yos,

What Is an old matd?-

This unmarried woman fa

Are all unmarried women ?

Yon, after a oortain age: thad is to seovpeee
ple give them that name

What age ?

No dofinite figure has been Axed.

How old is this one?

Ask her.

Would she tell ?

I never anked hen

Thern's nothing wrong ineas'vasnisthere?

Not lna man's.

Ia thore in & woman's?

Thers must be, for they dow't Hsede have i
reforred to in a mixed arowd.

They exporlence age, don’t they ?

Not unless they marry.

Then why marry. i they have eternsbgenth
unmarcied?

Igive it up.

Isan old mald & more desirable guantily in
the human economy than an old bashalow ?

Infinitely. more or lesa.

Why?

Decausean old mald is handyto hevearound
tho house.

In what war?

Bhe’'n o woman.

But she has nelther husband nor chiddren?

That makes no differenocs.

Why doesn’t It?

Because having no especial clalm on pape
body, everybody claims her as & present
in every kind of trouble,

Does she recognize the elaim ?

Ninety-nine times In a hundred.

How do you know? |

I'vo seen famlilion, father. mother and ehfls
dren, dominated, consolldated and regulated
by tho benlgn Influenee of an old maid :

How doen she effect it ?

By having sense enough to know what te de,
and energy enough to do it

Then she ought to make a good wife?

Not nocesearlly; she {8 the miseing Nink
which the family needa

I1a the old bachelor any good In that line?

Onco In a milllon times; by accident.

Aren't some old malds sonr and ugly?

Yon, just as some wives are.

Then it lan't because they are old maids ?

Not as a rule.

Doesn't the Dible say it s better to marry?

Yes, but “marry” In that Instance doesn’s
monn the mere logal assoolation of a man and
& WOman.

What does It mean?

It means marriage of heart and soul and
mind and all: perfect unton.

Then the woman does right In not marrying
meré¢ly bacause other people think she ought?

Ehe does, Indeed.

The old mald may be happy, then ?

Quite a0,

But what of the tiea of love and tamf{ly and
all that we hear about among the married?

She doesn't bave them.

But shouldn’t she 7

Not more than hundreds of other things she
thinks she'd llke to have and doesn't, and still
she weots along very comfortably and scontenss
ediy without them.

Doesn't her pature ery for it?

Not so muoch in practioe as (n theery.

Do old malds like men ?

The right kind do.

What are the right kind ?

Those who are cheerful and companionable,

The sour ones don't, do they ?

No: nor nobody else much,

Why is this?

They were born that way,

They wouldn’t have been pleasant wives and
mothers, then, {f ther had married ?

All the chances are they would not

Doesn't disappointment in love sourene?

It does somutimen. but it should not.

How oan she prevent {t?

It the disappointment {s the result of o
man's duplicity, she should be thankful thet
one disnppointment has freed her from & whols
Infe of it; and If it In the result of a visitation
of Providence, she should mecept her sorrow
resignodly and lot time do the rest.

Can a woman do this?

Milllons have donoe It

And been happy ?

They have lived many years, and have been
a joy and comfort to all who have known them.

Disappointment in love {8 not. them. the
worst thing that can happen to a woman ?

Not by & groat deal, If she knows how e
handls it properly.

Do men llke nlce old matdst

Ellly young men dont,

What men do ?

Henuible men.

Why don’t they marry them then ?

Bome do, and some would be glad to, but the
old maide aro content to let well enough alone

Does nn old mald run more risk {n marrying
than a young one does ?

fho iamors likely to get a better man than
the young one is, but she Is less adaptable;
and even the best man may prove irksome te
her. axcept under favorable clroumstances

Why?

She has beon free too long.

How do you mean ?

t::m ]‘;‘x?;u lind only one person's wishes to come
B, "N . wo i
eanduct her rulrrltﬂ:l‘“rrﬂ?tr;m; h‘rngont:ﬁﬂ':ln‘:
her own wishes, she stunds 4 ohanes of biute
ting her head up agalnst suvoral stone walis

lsn't the llfe of un old mald very lonely ¢

Mot Il she tries to make it othorwise.

Ry Liating ob th ido and | h

u i & punn
roses bloom In h-r’hgn:l.nnnd‘flm at‘.-“‘.::a':ltl.'
show in her fnee.

Won't wrinkles enst shadows after & while!

Never,

W hy not?

Hesauws the wrinkles are human snd the
sunuhine is divine.

ou woull make her the subject of & poem,
would you?

Sliw In &6 poem.

Hontimontnl or otherwiss ?

Mostly otherwise: one of thoss pnems yon
happen on in newspape » unexpootedly, and
cut out for future relerrnee,

But {f wvery man thought thus, would there
be any ald 1pnlde?

It taken two to mnke n barenin,

You thiok then most ol maids do not resily
eare to mnrey

Thut's nbout the size of It

They are not wo nice whon they
murry. nre they?

A mian iseds an neeldent polloy whea thak
Kind vomms arannd

Wihy does thut ninke such o differencs ?

ll'-“f\i.'nlilnl Bt ure

The Saripture save, " Thou shalt not eavet.”
Or words 1o that wffect.

The nles old maid (s the Bower of the flock !

'8 & Jdalsy,

want te




